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R8.A.2.4.1 -- Essential
Identify and/or explain 
stated or inferred main 
ideas and relevant 
supporting details from 

the text. Note: Items 

may target specific 
paragraphs.

R8.A.2.1.1 -- Essential
Identify and/or apply 
meaning of multiple-
meaning words used in 
text.

R8.A.2.1.2 -- Essential
Identify and/or apply 
meaning of content-
specific words in text.

R8.B.1.2.1 -- Essential
Interpret, compare, 
describe, analyze, and/or 
evaluate connections 
between texts.

R8.B.3.1.1 -- Essential
Interpret, describe, and/
or analyze the use of 
facts and opinions to 
make a point or 
construct an argument in 
nonfictional text.

R8.B.3.2.1 -- Essential
Identify, interpret, 
describe, and/or analyze 
bias and propaganda 
techniques in 
nonfictional text.

R8.B.3.3.2 -- Essential
Identify content that 
would fit in a specific 
section of text.

The research process 
requires the researcher 
to set a goal and work 
through a series of steps 
to achieve the final 
desired outcome. 
These steps include the 
following:-  finding and 
narrowing a topic 
 (developing an inquiry)- 
developing research 
questions- taking notes- 
conducting refined 
Internet searches- 
selecting and evaluating 
sources as you are 
gathering details/
information related to or 
supporting your thesis- 
developing and 
following a research 
plan- producing and 
publishing the product in 
the format required by 
the area of study

Other areas of 
Importance:
recognizing bias require 
focused attention to 
details, word choice, and 
author's purpose

accuracy of information 
must be verified 

how the information that 
they are reading relates 
to the subject/question 
they are researching
how the producer 
(author) of the 
information relates to 
the accuracy and 
authenticity of the 

R8.A.2.3.1 -- Essential
Make inferences and/or draw conclusions based on 
information from text.

R8.A.2.3.2 -- Essential
Cite evidence from text to support generalizations.

R8.A.2.4.1 -- Essential
Identify and/or explain stated or inferred main ideas 

and relevant supporting details from the text. Note: 

Items may target specific paragraphs.

R8.A.2.1.1 -- Essential
Identify and/or apply meaning of multiple-meaning 
words used in text.

R8.A.2.1.2 -- Essential
Identify and/or apply meaning of content-specific 
words in text.

R8.B.1.2.1 -- Essential
Interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate 
connections between texts.

R8.B.3.2.1 -- Essential
Identify, interpret, describe, and/or analyze bias and 
propaganda techniques in nonfictional text.

R8.B.3.3.2 -- Essential
Identify content that would fit in a specific section of 
text.

R8.B.3.3.3 -- Essential
Interpret graphics and charts, and make connections 
between text and the content of graphics and charts.

R8.B.3.3.4 -- Essential
Identify, compare, explain, interpret, describe, and/or 
analyze the sequence of steps in a list of directions.

Know: Understand: Do:
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R8.B.3.3.3 -- Essential
Interpret graphics and 
charts, and make 
connections between text 
and the content of 
graphics and charts.

R8.B.3.3.4 -- Essential
Identify, compare, 
explain, interpret, 
describe, and/or analyze 
the sequence of steps in 
a list of directions.

CC.1.4.8.W -- Essential
Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple print and digital 
sources, using search 
terms effectively; assess 
the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following 
a standard format for 
citation.

E08.B-K.1.1.2 -- 
Essential
Determine a central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the 
course of the text, 
including its relationship 
to supporting ideas; 
provide an objective 
summary of the text.

E08.B-K.1.1.3 -- 
Essential
Analyze how a text 
makes connections 
among and distinctions 
between individuals, 
ideas, or events (e.g., 
through comparisons, 
analogies, categories).

information
making an inquiry into a 
topic requires critical 
reading skills

CC.1.4.8.V -- Essential
Conduct short research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question), drawing on 
several sources and generating additional related, 
focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of 
exploration.

CC.1.4.8.W -- Essential
Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote 
or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation.

CC.1.4.8.X -- Essential
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes and audiences.

CC.1.4.8.T -- Essential
With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience 
have been addressed.

E08.B-K.1.1.2 -- Essential
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its 
relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 
summary of the text.

E08.B-K.1.1.3 -- Essential
Analyze how a text makes connections among and 
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., 
through comparisons, analogies, categories).

E08.B-C.2.1.1 -- Essential
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a 
text and analyze how the author acknowledges and 
responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

Know: Understand: Do:
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E08.B-C.2.1.1 -- 
Essential
Determine an author’s 
point of view or purpose 
in a text and analyze 
how the author 
acknowledges and 
responds to conflicting 
evidence or viewpoints.

E08.B-C.3.1.1 -- 
Essential
Delineate and evaluate 
the argument and 
specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and 
the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient; recognize 
when irrelevant evidence 
is introduced.

E08.B-C.3.1.2 -- 
Essential
Analyze a case in which 
two or more texts 
provide conflicting 
information on the same 
topic, and identify where 
the texts disagree on 
matters of fact or 
interpretation.

E08.B-V.4.1.1 -- 
Essential
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based 
grade 8 reading and 
content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of 
strategies.

E08.B-C.3.1.1 -- Essential
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 
sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

E08.B-C.3.1.2 -- Essential
Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide 
conflicting information on the same topic, and identify 
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or 
interpretation.

E08.B-V.4.1.1 -- Essential
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based grade 8 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies.

E08.C.1.1.1 -- Essential
Introduce claim(s) for the intended audience, 
acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and support 
the writer’s purpose by logically organizing the 
reasons and evidence.

E08.C.1.1.2 -- Essential
Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant 
evidence, using accurate, credible sources and 
demonstrating an understandi ng of the topic or text.

E08.C.1.1.3 -- Essential
Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and 
evidence.

E08.C.1.1.4 -- Essential
Establish and maintain a formal style.

E08.C.1.1.5 -- Essential
Provide a concluding section that reinforces the claims 
and reasons presented.

E08.C.1.2.1 -- Essential
Introduce a topic for the intended audience and 
preview what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, 
and information using strategies such as definition, 
classification, compare/contrast, and cause/effect to 
support the writer’s purpose.

Know: Understand: Do:
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E08.C.1.2.1 -- Essential
Introduce a topic for the 
intended audience and 
preview what is to 
follow; organize ideas, 
concepts, and 
information using 
strategies such as 
definition, classification, 
compare/contrast, and 
cause/effect to support 
the writer’s purpose.

CC.1.2.8.D -- Essential
Determine an author’s 
point of view or purpose 
in a text and analyze 
how the author 
acknowledges and 
responds to conflicting 
evidence or viewpoints.

CC.1.2.8.J -- Essential
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word 
or phrase important to 
comprehension or 
expression.

CC.1.5.8.G -- Essential
Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English when 
speaking based on grade 
8 level and content.

E08.C.1.2.2 -- Essential
Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples.

E08.C.1.2.3 -- Essential
Use appropriate and varied transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 
concepts.

E08.C.1.2.4 -- Essential
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary 
to inform about or explain the topic.

E08.C.1.2.5 -- Essential
Establish and maintain a formal style.

CC.1.2.8.A -- Essential
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its 
relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 
summary of the text.

CC.1.2.8.B -- Essential
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports 
an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences, conclusions, and/or generalizations drawn 
from the text.

CC.1.2.8.C -- Essential
Analyze how a text makes connections among and 
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events.

CC.1.2.8.D -- Essential
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a 
text and analyze how the author acknowledges and 
responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

CC.1.2.8.H -- Essential
Evaluate an author’s argument, reasoning, and specific 
claims for the soundness of the argument and the 
relevance of the evidence.

Know: Understand: Do:
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CC.1.2.8.I -- Essential
Analyze two or more texts that provide conflicting 
information on the same topic and identify where the 
texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

CC.1.2.8.J -- Essential
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; 
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word 
or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

CC.1.2.8.L -- Essential
Read and comprehend literary non-fiction and 
informational text on grade level, reading 
independently and proficiently.

CC.1.5.8.D -- Essential
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points 
in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, 
sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use 
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume and clear 
pronunciation.

CC.1.5.8.E -- Essential
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks.

CC.1.5.8.F -- Essential
Integrate multimedia and visual displays into 
presentations to add interest, clarify information, and 
strengthen claims and evidence.

CC.1.5.8.G -- Essential
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English when speaking based on grade 8 level and 
content.

 

evaluate the credibility of given sources
select a source for a given topic/question
analyze a fact statement and an opinion statement

Know: Understand: Do:
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1.1.8.D -- Essential
COMPREHENSION AND INTERPRETATION - Demonstrate comprehension / understanding before reading, during 
reading, and after reading on grade level texts through strategies such as comparing and contrasting texts, describing 
context, analyzing positions and arguments, and citing evidence in text.

1.6.8.A. -- Important
LISTENING SKILLS/DISCUSSION - Listen critically and respond to others in small and large group situations. 
Respond with grade level appropriate questions, ideas, information, or opinions.

R8.A.2.3.1 -- Essential
Make inferences and/or draw conclusions based on information from text.

R8.A.2.3.2 -- Essential
Cite evidence from text to support generalizations.

R8.A.2.4.1 -- Essential

Identify and/or explain stated or inferred main ideas and relevant supporting details from the text. Note: Items may 

target specific paragraphs.

R8.A.2.1.1 -- Essential
Identify and/or apply meaning of multiple-meaning words used in text.

R8.A.2.1.2 -- Essential
Identify and/or apply meaning of content-specific words in text.

R8.B.1.2.1 -- Essential
Interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate connections between texts.

R8.B.3.1.1 -- Essential
Interpret, describe, and/or analyze the use of facts and opinions to make a point or construct an argument in nonfictional 
text.

R8.B.3.2.1 -- Essential
Identify, interpret, describe, and/or analyze bias and propaganda techniques in nonfictional text.

R8.B.3.3.2 -- Essential
Identify content that would fit in a specific section of text.

R8.B.3.3.3 -- Essential
Interpret graphics and charts, and make connections between text and the content of graphics and charts.

R8.B.3.3.4 -- Essential
Identify, compare, explain, interpret, describe, and/or analyze the sequence of steps in a list of directions.

Which standards are students learning in this unit?
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CC.1.4.8.V -- Essential
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources 
and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

CC.1.4.8.U -- Essential
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 
information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

CC.1.4.8.W -- Essential
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility 
and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation.

CC.1.4.8.X -- Essential
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes and audiences.

CC.1.4.8.T -- Essential
With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

E08.B-K.1.1.2 -- Essential
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to 
supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

E08.B-K.1.1.3 -- Essential
Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through 
comparisons, analogies, categories).

E08.B-C.2.1.1 -- Essential
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to 
conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

E08.B-C.3.1.1 -- Essential
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

E08.B-C.3.1.2 -- Essential
Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic, and identify where the 
texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

E08.B-V.4.1.1 -- Essential
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based grade 8 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
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E08.C.1.1.1 -- Essential
Introduce claim(s) for the intended audience, acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and support the writer’s 
purpose by logically organizing the reasons and evidence.

E08.C.1.1.2 -- Essential
Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an 
understandi ng of the topic or text.

E08.C.1.1.3 -- Essential
Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence.

E08.C.1.1.4 -- Essential
Establish and maintain a formal style.

E08.C.1.1.5 -- Essential
Provide a concluding section that reinforces the claims and reasons presented.

E08.C.1.2.1 -- Essential
Introduce a topic for the intended audience and preview what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information 
using strategies such as definition, classification, compare/contrast, and cause/effect to support the writer’s purpose.

E08.C.1.2.2 -- Essential
Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples.

E08.C.1.2.3 -- Essential
Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

E08.C.1.2.4 -- Essential
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

E08.C.1.2.5 -- Essential
Establish and maintain a formal style.

CC.1.2.8.A -- Essential
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to 
supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

CC.1.2.8.B -- Essential
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences, 
conclusions, and/or generalizations drawn from the text.

CC.1.2.8.C -- Essential
Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events.
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CC.1.2.8.D -- Essential
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to 
conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

CC.1.2.8.H -- Essential
Evaluate an author’s argument, reasoning, and specific claims for the soundness of the argument and the relevance of 
the evidence.

CC.1.2.8.I -- Essential
Analyze two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree 
on matters of fact or interpretation.

CC.1.2.8.J -- Essential
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

CC.1.2.8.L -- Essential
Read and comprehend literary non-fiction and informational text on grade level, reading independently and proficiently.

CC.1.5.8.D -- Essential
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound 
valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume and clear pronunciation.

CC.1.5.8.E -- Essential
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks.

CC.1.5.8.F -- Essential
Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to add interest, clarify information, and strengthen claims 
and evidence.

CC.1.5.8.G -- Essential
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when speaking based on grade 8 level and content.
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How do I conduct an effective research project?

Finding & Narrowing Your Topic Sources: Selection, Evaluation & 

Utilization

Planning & Prewriting

How do I find and narrow a topic?  (A)

How will developing research questions 
improve the focus of my research?   (A)

How should I organize the information/details/
ideas discovered from various sources?  (A)

How do I improve my search results when using 
the Internet as a means to access credible 
sources?  (A)

What types of sources will provide credible 
content for my topic and purpose? (A)

What criteria should be used to evaluate a 
source's credibility and reliability? (A)

When conducting my research, how should I 
record and organize the sources and the 
information they offer?  (A)

How do I select, narrow, and prepare a research 
topic?  (A)

What methods of organization should I consider 
as I begin my research project? (A)

topic, inquiry search engine, Boolean Search, web site, web 
page, keyword, Web address, hyperlink, search 
terms, print, non print, database, subscription 
database, online, reference, periodical, e-
resources, books, , relevancy, appropriateness, 
details, currency, authority, bias

Key Learning:  Conducting a research project requires students to use critical thinking skills to question, analyze, 
evaluate, paraphrase, synthesize sources and the claims and details made by those sources. 
 Students must use a process to conduct their research and to determine and produce a product in 
the medium that will best achieve the writer's purpose and meet the needs of the intended 
audience.

Unit Essential Question(s):

Concept: Concept: Concept:

Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s):

Vocabulary: Vocabulary: Vocabulary:
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Researching Drafting Revising

How do I select sources and record information 
from them?  (A)

How do I gather and use information from the 
sources in order to avoid plagiarism?   (A)

How do I organize the information and 
conclusions from my research to plan my 
research paper?  (A)

What framework should I use to draft my 
research paper?  (A)

How do I properly incorporate quotations and 
paraphrased ideas from my sources?  (A)

What factors do I need to consider when 
revising my research paper? (A)

What strategies can I use to make revisions to 
my research paper?  (A)

Introduction, Body, Concluding Section, Works 
Cited List, MLA, Chicago Style

Editing & Publishing

How do I determine the formatting and proper 
methods for editing my research paper?  (A)

Additional Information:

Concept: Concept: Concept:

Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s):

Vocabulary: Vocabulary: Vocabulary:

Concept: Concept: Concept:

Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s):

Vocabulary: Vocabulary: Vocabulary:

Attached Document(s):
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Concept: Finding & Narrowing Your Topic

topic, inquiry -

Concept: Sources: Selection, Evaluation & Utilization

search engine, Boolean Search, web site, web page, keyword, Web address, hyperlink, search terms - 
print, non print, database, subscription database, online, reference, periodical, e-resources, books,  - 
relevancy, appropriateness, details, currency, authority, bias -

Concept: Drafting

Introduction, Body, Concluding Section, Works Cited List, MLA, Chicago Style -


